
 

 

CARDROSS COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD IN THE GEILSTON HALL 

ON MONDAY 20 JANUARY 2020 

AT 8.00 P.M. 

 

WELCOME 
 

Patrick Trust welcomed Sergeant Ian Hutchison, PC Jann Jardine (Police Scotland) and all present.  He reminded 
everyone that the meeting is recorded for the purpose of taking minutes. After approval of the minutes, the 
recording is destroyed.  
 
 
PRESENT 
 
Patrick Trust (Convener), Duncan Stirling (Secretary), Brian Craven (Treasurer), Jo Cameron Rob Irving, Alasdair 
MacCuish, Bob Murray, Councillor David Kinniburgh, Councillor Richard Trail and 6 members of the public. 
 
 
APOLOGIES 
 
Bobby Beggs, Mike Crowe, Councillor Ellen Morton, Kelly Girling, Barrie Morton, Morag Ramsay and Michael 
Wilson. 
 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Alasdair MacCuish said that he is the Chairman of the Geilston Hall Management Committee. 
Patrick said that he is a community member of the Argyll and Bute Health and Social Care Partnership. 
There were no other declarations of interest. 
 
 
POLICE REPORT 
 
Sergeant Hutchison gave his report as follows:- 
 
There were 27 incidents reported from 25/12/19 until 20/01/20. There were no incidents of concern. 
Patrick said that although drinking on the foreshore is a community concern, recent weather has mitigated against 
this activity. John Major said that there had been a party in St Peters College grounds about 3 weeks ago. There 
were about 50 people drinking dancing and cannabis smoking. Sergeant Hutchison said there were no crime 
reports relating to the party. 
Alasdair MacCuish asked if anyone was going to talk about speeding. Jo said that she had talked to a member of 
the community who dog walks on the footway of the A814. He had witnessed cars travelling at about 60 mph. 
Sergeant Hutchison said that the police attempt to cover “hot spots” for speeding and have been quite successful 
over the last month. Councillor Kinniburgh said that when the police are monitoring speeding in the village, 
drivers warn other cars of the police presence. 
As there were no further questions, Patrick thanked Sergeant Ian Hutchison and PC Jann Jardine for the police 
report and they left the meeting. 
 
 
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD BY CARDROSS COMMUNITY COUNCIL ON 18 November 2019 
 
Amend the Minutes as follows:- On page 2, paragraph 4, before the word “Bob” insert  “At the last meeting,” 
Acceptance of the Minutes was proposed by Brian Craven and seconded by Rob Irving. 
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MATTERS ARISING 
 
Hole in Patrick said that work continues on lining the gas main in Darleith Road. Councillor Kinniburgh 
Darleith Road: said that road repairs will be carried out when the farmer has completed his drainage operations 

in the adjacent field. 
 
Murray’s Rob said that Network Rail have left the area around the crossing in an untidy state after 
Crossing: recently carrying out work there. The adjacent area has been used as a coup. 
 A lot of the dumped material is still there. Mr. Redman said that some items had been removed 
 but a number of items still remain. 
 
Hole in the Patrick said that the hole in the wall is still there. Bob said that the removal of part of the 
Wall at  listed structure looks like a crash site. Bob suggested that if a Planning Department exists 
Shira Lodge: for anything, it is to ally development with aesthetics. The power exists to come down on  
 inappropriate signage and development allied to their general appearance. He said there is 
 no reason why Cardross residents should have to put up with the ugly state of the hole in the 
 wall. Bob said that the community should be able to insist that the developer addresses the 

problem. Councillor Kinniburgh said that work must be carried out in accordance with the 
planning application. It appears there is nothing within the regulations that prevents the 

 developer acting as he has. Rob said that the site has now been advertised for sale on the open 
 market, for offers over £100,000. Permission has been granted for two houses, with no mention 
 of meeting the needs of “Homes for Heroes”. Councillor Kinniburgh said that he has raised the 
 matter with the Chief Reporter for the Scottish Goverment. 
 Mairi McGeorge suggested that the Council buy the land and erect two affordable homes. 
 Councillor Kinniburgh said that the Council uses land purchased by developers, to build its 
 allocated proportion of affordable homes. Councillor Kinniburgh said that he will get an update 

from council officers, as to what can be done. 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE  
 
  Duncan said there were two pieces of correspondence. Both were a statement of the 
  Community Council Accounts. The first for November and the second for December. Duncan 
  handed them over to Brian. 
  Patrick had a letter from SEPA. It related to a complaint about pollution in the Geilston Burn. 
  The source of the pollution was digestate that had been sprayed on nearby fields in 
  inappropriate conditions. SEPA have identified the parties responsible for the pollution and 
  will be issuing them with warning letters. Information can be obtained on the SEPA web site. 
  Patrick also had a letter from Scottish Woodlands Limited. They plan to create a woodland  
  creation at Blackthird Farm. It will cover 120 hectares of which 100 hectares is plantable. 
  The proposal will include commercial species, conifers and native broadleaves. In addition 
  there will be areas of open ground to create a mosaic of habitats. At present, the land is used as  
  rough grazing for cattle. There were no adverse comments to these proposals. 
 
 
PLANNING 
 
  Rob said there was one  application this month. It is for a change of use from an exiting shop 
  to a flat at Finlas on the Main Road. There were no adverse comments. 
 
HEALTH 
 
  Patrick said that the event held on 11 January 2020 by Happy, Healthy Helensburgh, had been 
  very successful. It was attended by more than 300 people. The Health and Social Care 
  Partnership is having an induction day. Patrick is “uneasy” about the inadequate budget for the 
  Partnership. Most work in Helensburgh is being carried out by volunteers. On the mental health 
  side, things are dodgy.  
  Only the Vale of Leven was open on 8 and 9 January 2020 with an out of hours service by GPs. 

Every other centre in Glasgow was closed. 
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AOCB 
 
ACRE Lorries: Patrick said that there are a large number of lorries using Darlieth Road. They are transporting 

the “digestate” referred to in the SEPA letter under Correspondence.  Patrick asked if a  
 spokesman for ACRE should be invited to a Community Council Meeting. It was agreed that 
 an invitation should be sent to ACRE. Bob said he would like to ask the company to stop their 

lorries from damaging the grass verges on Darlieth Road. Julie Lang asked about the logistics of 
the lorry movements. She asked about the source of the material. Patrick said that the material 
comes from Beith. Mr. Macdonald asked to what depth the digestate is being spread on the 

 fields. No one at the meeting was able to answer this question. 
 
Phone Box: Patrick said that the phone box near Scott Gardens is now owned by the Community Council. 
 The phone has now been removed and the Primary School wish to use the box as an art gallery. 
 
Local   Patrick said that the Plan has been published. The field near Kirkton on Darlieth Road is still in 
Development the Plan for housing development. It was agreed that the Community Council will reiterate the 
Plan:  previous concerns.  
  Patrick asked what the expression “areas for action” means on the Plan. Councillor Kinniburgh 
  said that an “area for action” means an area on which the Council would consider proposals  
  from developers. Rob asked if there is a time scale for the Council to carry out a review of the 

areas allocated as Greenbelt. Councillor Kinniburgh said that these allocated areas may be 
“looked at” within the period of the Plan. The Plan covers a period of 10 years.  

 
Road Sweeper: Bob said that he has seen an operative sweeping and gathering litter in the streets of 
  Helensburgh. He asked if the same service could be made available in Cardross. 
  Councillor Kinniburgh said service is dependent on resources.  Bob suggested that if the service 
  is available in Helensburgh, then it could be made available in Cardross. 
 
Falling Roof Duncan said that during the recent high winds, roof tiles were coming off the building housing 
Tiles: the cake shop. He asked who should be contacted under these circumstances. Councillor 

Kinniburgh said that privately owned properties are the responsibility of the owners. Councillor 
Trail said that under similar circumstances, he had contacted Building Control at the Council. 

 
Cycle Path: Rob asked if there had been any progress. Councillor Kinniburgh said that since the track has 

been moved nearer the river, the land purchasing process has begun again. This will apparently 
 delay the completion date by three years. 
 
Burns Supper: Alasdair MacCuish said that the Burns Supper will be held in the Geilston Hall on 7 February 
 at 7.30. Tickets are £15.00. 
 
Boat on beach Brian Watson said that he had contacted Patrick about this. The boat has not yet been removed. 
at Ardoch: 

 
Lamp post Brian Watson said the lamp post had been knocked down just before Christmas, putting out 
at Ardoch: the lighting in the area near the bus stop. He asked when the lighting is going to be repaired. 
  Councillor Kinniburgh said he will raise the matter the council officer responsible. 
 
Lea Brae  Brian Watson said the potholes near the top of the brae are getting bigger. Councillor  
Potholes: Kinniburgh said he will raise the matter with the council officer responsible. 
 
Footpath at Brian Watson said there is so much mud on this section of footway that walkers have to go 
Craigend Rd.: onto the road. Councillor Kinniburgh said that the area will be scrapped when resources allow. 
 
Ardoch to  Brian Watson said a tree is lying across the footway on the north side of the A814. The footway 
Dumbarton is to narrow to use safely because the adjacent hedging is overgrowing across the footway.  
Footway: Councillor Kinniburgh said he will raise the matter the council officer responsible. 
 
Craigend Mairi McGeorge asked if it is possible to have a road sign erected, indicating a junction at the  
Nursery:  Nursery.  Patrick said that he will write to the Roads Department requesting this. 
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DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
 The next meeting will be held in the Geilston Hall at 8.00pm on Monday 17 February 2020. The 

meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the Convener. 
 
    


